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an amendment to the bill (S. 2237)
making appropriations for the Depart-
ment of the Interior and related agen-
cies for the fiscal year ending Septem-
ber 30, 1999, and for other purposes; as
follows:

Strike line 19 on page 55 through line 6 on
page 58.

ENZI (AND OTHERS) AMENDMENT
NO. 3592

Mr. ENZI (for himself, Mr. SESSIONS,
Mr. LUGAR, Mr. BROWNBACK, Mr.
ASHCROFT, Mr. GRAMS, Mr. INHOFE, Mr.
BRYAN, and Mr. REID) proposed an
amendment to the bill, S. 2237, supra;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the follow-
ing:
SEC. . PROHIBITION.

(a) Notwithstanding any other provision of
law, prior to October 1, 1999, the Secretary of
the Interior shall not—

(1) promulgate as final regulations, or in
any way implement, the proposed regula-
tions published on January 22, 1998, at 63
Fed. Reg. 3289; or

(2) issue a notice of proposed rulemaking
for, or promulgate, or in any way implement,
any similar regulations to provide for proce-
dures for gaming activities under the Indian
Gaming Regulatory Act (25 U.S.C. 2701 et
seq.), in any case in which a State asserts a
defense of sovereign immunity to a lawsuit
brought by an Indian tribe in a Federal court
under section 11(d)(7) of that Act (25 U.S.C.
2710(d)(7)) to compel the State to participate
in compact negotiations for class III gaming
(as that term is defined in section 4(8) of that
Act (25 U.S.C. 2703(8))).

(b) CLASS III GAMING COMPACTS.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—
(A) PROHIBITION ON APPROVING COMPACTS.—

Prior to October 1, 1999, the Secretary may
not expend any funds made available under
this Act, or any other Act hereinafter en-
acted, to prescribe procedures for class III
gaming, or approve class III gaming on In-
dian lands by any means other than a Tribal-
State compact entered into between a state
and a tribe, on or after the enactment of this
Act.

(B) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this paragraph may be construed to prohibit
the review or approval by the Secretary of a
renewal or revision of, or amendment to a
Tribal-State compact that is not covered
under subparagraph (A).

(2) NO AUTOMATIC APPROVAL.—Prior to Oc-
tober 1, 1999, notwithstanding any other pro-
vision of law, no Tribal-State compact for
class III gaming, other than one entered into
between a state and a tribe, shall be consid-
ered to have been approved by the Secretary
by reason of the failure of the Secretary to
approve or disapprove that compact.

(c) DEFINITIONS.—The terms ‘‘class III gam-
ing’’, ‘‘Secretary’’, ‘‘Indian lands’’, and
‘‘Tribal-State compact’’ shall have the same
meaning for the purposes of this section as
those terms have under the Indian Gaming
Regulatory Act (25 U.S.C. 2701 et seq.).

ASHCROFT AMENDMENT NO. 3593

Mr. ASHCROFT proposed an amend-
ment to the bill, S. 2237, supra; as fol-
lows:

Beginning on page 109, strike line 21 and
all that follows through line 18 on page 110
and insert the following:

‘‘Notwithstanding any other provision of
this Act, the amount available under the
heading ‘National Park Service, Operation of

the National Park Service’ under title I shall
be $1,325,903,000.’’.

f

NOTICES OF HEARINGS

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS

Mr. CAMPBELL. Mr. President, I
would like to announce that the Senate
Committee on Indian Affairs will meet
during the session of the Senate on
Wednesday, September 16, 1998, at 10
a.m., to conduct a business meeting, to
mark up the following bills: S. 1771, to
amend the Colorado Ute Indian Water
Rights Settlement Act; and S. 1899,
Chippewa Cree of the Rocky Boy’s Res-
ervation Indian Reserved Water Rights
Settlement Act of 1998; to be followed
immediately by a confirmation hearing
on the nomination of Montie Deer, to
be Chairman of the National Indian
Gaming Commission. The hearing will
be held in room 485 of the Russell Sen-
ate Office Building.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON INVESTIGATIONS

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I would
like to announce for the information of
the Senate and the public that the Per-
manent Subcommittee on Investiga-
tions of the Committee on Govern-
mental Affairs, will hold two days of
hearings entitled ‘‘Improving The Safe-
ty of Food Imports.’’ The hearings will
focus on legislative, administrative
and regulatory remedies for the weak-
nesses previously identified in the sub-
committee’s safety of food imports in-
vestigation. The subcommittee will
hear from various Members of Con-
gress, Government agencies, as well as
industry and interest groups.

These hearings will take place on
Thursday, September 24 and Friday,
September 25, 1998, at 9:30 a.m., in
room 342 of the Dirksen Senate Office
Building. For further information,
please contact Timothy J. Shea of the
subcommittee staff at 224–3721.

f

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

Mr. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet on Tuesday, September 15,
1998, at 10 a.m., in open session, to con-
sider the nominations of Bernard D.
Rostker, to be Under Secretary of the
Army; James M. Bodner, to be Deputy
Under Secretary of Defense for Policy;
and Vice Adm. Dennis C. Blair, USN,
for appointment to the grade of admi-
ral, and to be Commander in Chief of
U.S. Pacific Command.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TRANSPORTATION

Mr. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation be authorized to
meet on Tuesday, September 15, 1998,
at 9:30 a.m., on the nominations of
Robert Brown, John Paul Hammer-

schmidt, and Norman Mineta to be
members of the Metropolitan Washing-
ton Airports Authority.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TRANSPORTATION

Mr. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation be authorized to
meet on Tuesday, September 15, 1998,
at 2:30 p.m., on S. 2390—Freedom to
Transport Act.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

Mr. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Tuesday, September 15, 1998,
at 10 a.m., and 2:15 p.m. to hold two
hearings.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON LABOR AND HUMAN RESOURCES

Mr. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Labor and Human Resources
and the House Committee on Edu-
cation and the Workforce be authorized
to meet in conference on H.R. 6, the
Higher Education Act amendments of
1998 during the session of the Senate on
Tuesday, September 15, 1998, at 2 p.m.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS

Mr. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Small Business be authorized
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate for a markup of bills pending before
the committee. The markup will begin
at 9:30 a.m., on Tuesday, September 15,
1998, in room 428A, Russell Senate Of-
fice Building.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON ANTITRUST, BUSINESS
RIGHTS, AND COMPETITION

Mr. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Antitrust, Business
Rights, and Competition, of the Senate
Judiciary Committee, be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Tuesday, September 15, 1998, at 10
a.m., to hold a hearing in room 226,
Senate Dirksen Office Building, on
‘‘Consolidation in the Telecommuni-
cations Industry: Has it Gone Too
Far?’’

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
f

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO 10-YEAR ANNIVER-
SARY OF FLORIDA-ISRAEL INSTI-
TUTE

∑ Mr. GRAHAM. Mr. President, as we
approach a new century, we find our-
selves in a year of multiple milestones.
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This year, the world celebrates the 50th
anniversary of the founding of the
State of Israel, and we also congratu-
late the pioneering Florida-Israel Insti-
tute on its 10-year anniversary.

The Florida-Israel Institute, created
by the Florida Legislature in 1988 to
expand ties with Israel, has been a suc-
cess by any measure:

Catalyst. Now 23 other states have
official links with Israel. Florida set
the pace, and its Florida-Israel Insti-
tute continues to serve as a model for
the rest of the nation.

Trade boom. Total trade between
Florida and Israel tripled between 1987
and 1996, with dramatic increases in ex-
ports from Florida to Israel and im-
ports from Israel, according to federal
statistics.

Cultural bridge. The Florida-Israel
Institute brings Israel to Florida and
Florida to Israel, via the arts, business,
academia and research on topics of mu-
tual interest that include agriculture
and the environment.

Examples span the spectrum of the
human experience. The Institute
brought Israeli jazz pianist Liz Magnes
to Florida, and sent Florida professors
to Israel and Jordan. It helped sponsor
the one-woman show ‘‘Nomi’’ at the
University of Central Florida, and sent
Florida business leaders to Israel.

A premier feature of the Florida-
Israel Institute is scholarship. The In-
stitute carries out the time-honored
precept that knowledge is a key to
human understanding and a powerful
weapon against fear and hate.

The Florida-Israel Institute just
awarded scholarships to 57 Israeli stu-
dents for the 1998–99 academic year.
These students will study on campuses
throughout Florida, enriching campus
life for all and then serving as ambas-
sadors for life, linking Florida and
Israel. The Institute—co-hosted by
Florida Atlantic University and
Broward Community College—has
strong roots in education.

As a repeat visitor to the Middle
East, I know there is no substitute for
first-hand experience in understanding
the challenges facing Israel. My wife,
Adele, and I were honored to return to
Israel this year to help celebrate the
50th anniversary.

Likewise, the Florida academics, en-
trepreneurs and civic leaders who visit
Israel—thanks to the Florida-Israel In-
stitute—bring back a keener under-
standing and a deeper appreciation of
our special relationship with our ally
State, Israel.

On this special 10-year milestone, I
call on my colleagues to join me in sa-
luting the founders, managers and ad-
visory board of this exemplary public-
private partnership: the Florida-Israel
Institute.∑
f

TRIBUTE TO THE ARGUS
CHAMPION

∑ Mr. GREGG. Mr. President, Not too
many businesses last a generation or
two, much less for 175 years, but the

Argus Champion seems to be Energizer
Bunny of the newspaper business. This
longevity, which is rare, is due pri-
marily to its commitment to the local
community. The Argus Champion has
served its community well by providing
local news and national news of inter-
est. As a result, the Argus Champion
has developed a loyal following in its
hometown of Newport and the sur-
rounding areas.

Although the paper has had numer-
ous owners, editors, reporters, and staff
over the years, the Argus Champion
has consistently published a high-qual-
ity newspaper that reflects New Hamp-
shire’s traditions and heritage. The
paper also has changed with the times,
switching to color formats in 1997 and
expanding news coverage in surround-
ing areas in an effort to bring a better
product to more Granite Staters.

In many ways, our local newspaper is
the chronicler of the times, printing
important stories about the local com-
munity and the people who live in it.
The Argus itself recognizes this special
role, and each week offers to its read-
ers a variety of local historical infor-
mation through a feature column. We
look forward to seeing pictures of our
neighbors and their children volunteer-
ing to raise money for a worthwhile
cause, or participating in the Boys and
Girls Scouts and the Little League
Baseball team. We also value our local
paper for all of the announcements
about milestones in our lives, including
weddings, births, deaths, promotions,
and others. We also appreciate the po-
litical coverage provided to the com-
munity as it helps the voters make in-
formed decisions in the ballot booth
and understand how the actions of
their elected officials affect their ev-
eryday lives.

The Argus Champion has brought the
community together by focusing on
local news and it is that tradition that
we celebrate today on the 175th Anni-
versary of the paper’s beginning. A
warm congratulations to all of those
who have contributed to the success of
the Argus Champion and best wishes
for the future.∑
f

TRIBUTE TO SISTER MARY
MERCIA MORAN, R.S.M.

∑ Mr. REED. Mr. President, I rise to
pay tribute to an outstanding woman
in Rhode Island, Sister Mary Mercia
Moran, R.S.M., who is celebrating her
50th year as a Religious Sister of
Mercy.

Originally from New York City, Sis-
ter Mary Mercia entered the Religious
Sisters of Mercy in Providence on Sep-
tember 8, 1948. She made her Final Pro-
fession on August 15, 1954. Sister Mary
Mercia has dedicated her life to educat-
ing the children of the Diocese of Prov-
idence. Since 1951, she has taught at
several schools including: St. Patrick
in Providence, St. Matthew in Cran-
ston, St. Mary in Pawtucket and St.
Brendan in East Providence. Since 1967,
Sister Mary Mercia has been teaching

Second Grade at Sacred Heart School
in East Providence.

I was fortunate enough to be her stu-
dent at St. Matthew’s School. She was,
and is, an inspiring, demanding, and
nurturing teacher. Generations of
Rhode Island children have prospered
because of her faithful dedication.

Mr. President, I ask my colleagues to
join me in commending Sister Mary
Mercia for her many contributions to
the children of Rhode Island and self-
less dedication to helping others. ∑
f

MARRIAGE PENALTY TAX
∑ Mr. FAIRCLOTH. Mr. President, I
rise today to urge my colleagues to
support the elimination of the mar-
riage penalty tax. Our nation has re-
cently witnessed violent assaults on
children at school, an explosion of sex-
ually explicit material on television
and the Internet, and increasingly
plentiful and inexpensive drugs. Now
more than ever, our nation needs
strong families.

Unfortunately, our tax code encour-
ages just the opposite. It discourages
marriage and places an undue financial
burden on couples, simply for being
married. According to the Congres-
sional Budget Office, 21 million mar-
ried couples paid an average of $1,400
more in income taxes in 1996 than they
would have if they were single. This
‘‘marriage penalty’’ is immoral and
patently unfair. We are sending the
wrong message to the American people,
and it’s time for Congress to take ac-
tion.

Mr. President, I urge my colleagues
in the Senate to support the elimi-
nation of the marriage penalty tax as
the centerpiece of upcoming tax legis-
lation.∑
f

COMMEMORATION OF SEPTEM-
BER’S HEALTH-RELATED
EVENTS

∑ Mr. GRAMS. Mr. President, I rise
today to highlight National Caregivers
Day.

As such, I wanted to show my appre-
ciation to those who work so hard to
meet the needs of the mentally and
physically disabled, the elderly, and
the terminally ill. Our nation is blessed
to have individuals motivated by a car-
ing and giving attitude toward others.

Indeed, there are roughly 1.6 million
elderly and disabled people in our na-
tion receiving care in one of approxi-
mately 16,800 facilities throughout the
country and countless others providing
in-home assistance. These thousands of
individuals live each day loving, nur-
turing, and supporting those entrusted
to their care and on behalf of the
United States Senate, I want to say
thank you.

Mr. President, I would also like to
recognize other health-care related
commemorations in the month of Sep-
tember: National Rehabilitation Week,
Mental Health Workers Week, National
Vision Rehabilitation Day, and Deaf
Awareness Week.
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